Nirvana Satkam — Shankara's Six Verses on Freedom

Verse 1:
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mano-buddhyahankara-cittani naham

na ca Srotra-jihve na ca ghrana-netre |

na ca vyoma bhamir-na tejo na vayuh

cidananda-rupah sivo'ham $ivo'’ham || 1 ||

| am not the mind, intellect, ego or memory (the four aspects of what is known as Antahkarana). Nor am | (the

five organs of perception) the ear, tongue, nose, eyes, (or skin), nor (the five elements) the space, earth, fire, air
and water. | am pure Knowledge and Bliss, | am Siva, auspiciousness itself.

Verse 2:
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na ca prana-samjio na vai pafca-vayuh

na va sapta-dhatur-na va panca-kosal |

na vak-pani-padam na copastha-payu

cidananda-rupah sivo'ham $ivo'’ham || 2 ||

I am indeed not the prana, (five vital airs), not the seven material components of the body and surely not the

five sheaths or the organ of speech, the hand or the leg, and not the genital organ, nor the anus. | am of the
nature of pure Knowledge and Bliss. | am Siva (the most auspicious), | am Siva.

Verse 3:
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na me dvesa-ragau na me lobha-mohau

mado naiva me naiva matsarya-bhavah |

na dharmo na cartho na kamo na moksah

cidananda-rupah sivo'ham $ivo'’ham || 3 ||

I have neither dislikes nor likes, neither greed nor delusion, neither pride nor jealousy. | have no duty to perform,

nor any wealth to acquire, | have no craving for pleasures and the Self is never bound, so | have no desire for
Liberation. | am of the nature of pure Consciousness and Bliss, | am all auspiciousness, | am Siva.



Verse 4:
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na punyam na papam na saukhyam na duhkham

na mantro na tirtham na veda na yajnah |

aham bhojanam naiva bhojyam na bhokta

cidananda-riipah Sivo'ham Sivo'ham || 4 ||

(I have) neither virtue norvice, pleasure nor pain, the sacred chants, nor the pilgrimage; the scriptures nor the

sacrificial rituals. | am neither the act of enjoying, nor the enjoyable object, nor the enjoyer. | am pure
Knowledge and Bliss, | am Siva, auspiciousness itself.

Verse 5:
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na me mrtyur-sanka na me jati-bhedah

pita naiva me naiva mata na janma |

na bandhur-na mitram gurur-naiva Sisyah

cidananda-rupah sivo'’ham s$ivo'ham || 5 ||

| have no fear of death, nor (have |) any distinction of caste. | have neither father, nor mother nor (even) birth, no

relation, nor friend. For me there is no Guru and no disciple. | am pure Knowledge and Bliss, | am all
auspiciousness, | am Siva.

Verse 6:
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aham nirvikalpo nirakara-rupo

vibhur-vyapya sarvatra sarvendriyanam | ALT: vibhutvacca sarvatra sarvendriyanam
sada me samatvam na muktir-na bandhah ALT: na casangatam naiva muktirna meyah
cidananda-rupah §ivo'ham sivo'ham || 6 ||

| am devoid of dualities and am formless. | exist everywhere, pervading all the senses. | am always the same
and (I have) neither freedom nor bondage. | am pure Knowledge and Bliss. | am auspiciousness, | am Siva.



